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Student fee board votes on new fees
for the upcoming school year
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Student Fee Board members raise their hands to make suggestions to new proposals.
By Karcin Harris
SENIOR STAFF WRITER

The Utah State University student fee board voted to pass
a fee increase for the Aggie Recreation Center and a computer fee decrease on Wednesday, Jan. 27 in the Taggart
Student Center Ballroom.
This meeting came a week after the fee changes were proposed to the board. Many members of the board attended
in person, with some members connecting through Zoom.
Vice President for Student Affairs James Morales said the
executive committee — made up of USU President Noelle
Cockett, college deans and others — had no questions,
comments or input regarding the $6.50 ARC fee increase.
“I gave them time to give feedback and there was none,”
Morales said. “They understood the rationale behind that
increase.”
The $6.50 increase will be used to cover any unexpected
expenses or replacements the ARC could incur in years to
come.
Morales said the committee also supported the $1.60
technology fee decrease.
Several of the student senators expressed their support for
the $6.50 fee increase, but some were not in support.
Engineering Senator Cooper Karras proposed reducing
the fee to $6.00 flat, and asking the ARC to come up with
the other 50 cents by being more efficient.
Some board members agreed with Karras, saying the ARC
should explore other ways of getting funding.
USU Student Affairs President Sami Ahmed explained that

PHOTO BY Bailey Rigby

the $6.50 increase was already $3 less than what was originally proposed and opposed the $6.00.
“The extra amount needs to be significant enough that expenses will be covered so the ARC won’t come back and ask
for more funding in the future,” Ahmed said.
The vote on Karras’ proposal of a $6.00 ARC fee increase
failed, with 11 votes in support.
The vote on the original $6.50 ARC fee increase passed.
The board then voted on and passed the $1.60 technology
fee decrease, which comes from removing some computers
from the Old Main computer lab since the lab is not being
utilized.
Executive Vice President Lucas Stevens said a letter would
be drafted summarizing the process and outcome of the
meeting and presented to the executive council for final
decisions.
At the start of the meeting, Ahmed said the Utah System
of Higher Education is looking at changing the way fees are
constituted.
“They asked each institution to look at current fees to
make college more affordable and look at fees and scrutinize them more,” Ahmed said. “In the next year or so expect to see policy changes with fees, like reviewing fees
every five years to remember the fee’s history and why it’s
being collected. We will also be looking at what students
need and what fees can be included with tuition.”
—karcinrose@gmail.com
@HarrisKarcin
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Watson is a 22-year-old doctoral student at

USU. He graduated from USU with a bach-

since 1902

elor’s degree in Communicative Disorders
and Deaf Education. He is currently working on completing a four-year graduate pro-

writing and hopes to create a series of books
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questions with the simplest and sincerest
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gram and then plans to pursue a career as a

pediatric audiologist. He plans to continue
that address some of life’s more complex
answers.

“As I have grown older, I have realized

that just because life gets increasingly more

complex, the answers do not need to do so,”
Watson said. “In fact, there is purity and re-

lief in simple, hopeful answers. This story
comes from confronting a personal endeavor in which I’m sure I am not alone.”

The series illustrator, Jessica Talbot, is a

Graphic by CLARA HARMON
By Kellie Christensen
NEWS STAFF WRITER

A Boy and His Elephant is the first in a new

series of children’s books written by Ethan

Watson, a Cache Valley native and Utah
State University student. The book aims to
answer some of life’s greatest questions in
the most simple and sincere ways.

During the summer of 2020, Watson re-

alized that his calendar was looking fairly
empty. This freed up time, due to COVID-19,
allowed him to explore and prompted the
idea for A Boy and His Elephant.

Watson believes that during the uncertain-

ty of COVID-19, there are difficult questions

that need to be addressed. He answered
those questions in the simplest way he knew
how; with a children’s book.

When Watson first wrote the book, he

wasn’t sure what to do with it. After some
encouragement from his family he decid-

ed to pursue getting it published. Watson
contacted an old friend who had previously

published a few books and asked for advice.

This first book in the series, A Boy and His

Elephant, is about a young boy who seeks to

know God. The boy wants to know God like
many of his friends, teachers and family do.
He goes on a short journey with an elephant
and they go to find God together.

sixth grade teacher in Smithfield, Utah.

She attended USU and graduated with a
bachelor’s degree in Elementary Education.

Talbot loves to draw in her spare time. She
hopes to continue to teach and inspire children while also using her talents to help
others and bring joy to her life.

In this uneasy time, Watson and Talbot

The book was released just before Christ-

hope to spread a message of hope and joy.

“We are so grateful for the overwhelming

unique relationship with God and he en-

mas and has since sold 300 copies.

response to the book, and the incredibly
touching feedback we have received. We

Watson has learned that everyone has a
courages everyone to seek God.

Watson believes that as individuals seek

hope to spread this message further and

God, they will find him in their own time

According to Watson, the current climate

dren’s book but we believe it is a book that

continue to touch lives,” Watson said.

in America inspired him to create something positive.

and in their own way. “We do list it as a chilhas a message for everyone,” he added.

There are not currently any dates set for a

“The book came to be out of a process of

second book in the series, but they do plan

COVID and politics. I think there are more

and His Elephant and its author and illus-

so much negativity surrounding things like

important things that people should turn
their attention to,” Watson said. “Giving

them something to start that conversation

or bring it back up and having some positive
media out there is always important. That’s

STUDENT MEDIA

to publish more. To read more about A Boy
trator, visit their website at walkwithanelephant.com.

—kellie.christensen@aggiemail.usu.edu

THE BOARD
Alek Nelson
managing editor
editor@usustatesman.com
435-797-1742
——————
Taylor Cripe
news manager
news@usustatesman.com
——————
Dalton Renshaw
sports manager
sports@usustatesman.com
——————
Sydney Dahle
lifestyles manager
life@usustatesman.com
——————
Taelor Candiloro
opinion manager
opinion@usustatesman.com
——————
Savannah Knapp
design manager
design@usustatesman.com
——————
Bailey Rigby
staff photographer
photo@usustatesman.com
— —————
Josh Davis
video manager
video@usustatesman.com
——————
Student Media Office
Taggart Student Center,
118
435.797.1775
Cover art by Savy Knapp

Page 3 - The Utah Statesman, February 1, 2021

USU student starts a children’s book
series in hopes to inspire others
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USU to receive another $8.7 million
for student aid from Congress

sponse and Relief
Supplemental
Appropriations Act, but
refers to it as “CARES
2.0.”
“Right before the
holiday break, Congress passed an additional relief package
that earmarked money for higher education,” Wagner said.
“From that new relief
package, USU has received another $8.7
million to disperse to
students.”
Before USU can
begin
distributing
GRAPHIC BY Regan Johnson
funds from CRRSAA,
By Karcin Harris
or CARES 2.0, the university has to finish
SENIOR STAFF WRITER
dispersing the remaining funds from the
Utah State University will receive another initial CARES Act.
$8.7 million from Congress to distribute to
“We have about $1.1 million remaining
students in need of financial aid in 2021.
from the original CARES Act that will be
After receiving $8.7 million to distribute distributed to students,” Wagner said.
to students in April through the CoronaviWagner said the remaining $1.1 million
rus Aid, Relief and Economic Security Act, will be distributed soon, after the third
USU has dispersed $7.5 million of those week of spring semester.
funds to students. The university also
“We are in the planning stages of our next
distributed money through the Hardship initiative,” he said. “We’re waiting until
Fund created by vice president for student after the third week because that’s when
affairs James Morales.
students are settled in their courses and
“The welfare of our students is our top aren’t adding or dropping classes. We’re
priority,” President Noelle Cockett said in eager to implement our next initiative. We
a statement. “Many of our students have know we have students who have needs
faced unanticipated financial hardship as and we want to move as quickly as we can
part of the pandemic, and we have worked to get money out there.”
tirelessly to find ways to assist them in
As part of the original CARES act, $7.5
continuing their academic pursuits. We million was disbursed to students through
thank the private donors to our Hardship several initiatives from April to December.
Fund for providing an additional avenue
The first initiative occurred in April, just
to support our students.”
weeks after USU received the funds, and
Now, nearly a year after the pandem- used up over $4 million. In the fall semesic began, Congress has passed another ter, there were two initiatives: a technoloCOVID-19 relief act for higher education gy grant and an initiative that distributed
institutions.
$1.3 million to students.
USU Vice President Robert Wagner said
“Right before spring semester started, we
this new legislation is called Corona Re- did another technology grant for new USU

students who didn’t receive aid last fall,”
Wagner said.
After that initiative, Wagner anticipates
the university will begin distributing funds
from CRRSAA.
“We’ll have one year to distribute the new
$8.7 million,” he said. “We are planning on
additional initiatives this spring semester
to get money into the hands of students
who need help. As an institution, we are
very grateful for the money we have received. Since April, there have been over
11,000 students we have been able to give
money to in order to support them. That’s
something we’re very proud of. We know
there continues to be need and we will
continue to work hard to help students
meet their needs.”
The university determines how to distribute funds through the “USU Need Index,”
which shows the financial data of all USU
students. To qualify for federal aid, stu-

dents must have filled out the FAFSA.
“If they haven’t filled out the FAFSA yet,
I encourage them to do that so the institution can identify students with financial
need,” Wagner said.
Wagner said students who are worried
about their future at USU because of the
pandemic’s impact should utilize the campus’ mental health services.
“We understand the pandemic has a tremendous impact on students, faculty and
staff,” he said. “If students are feeling the
effects of COVID and it’s taking an emotional or mental toll, reaching out to the
university’s mental health services is very
important. There are links on the student
portal page. Click on those links and look
into the resources. There are professionals
who are waiting to assist and support students.”

FIND YOUR FIGHT
CONTACT CAPTAIN MARK CALDWELL
111 EAST 300 SOUTH SALT LAKE CITY, UT 84111
801-910-4608 | MARK.CALDWELL@MARINES.USMC.MIL

By Sage Souza
LIFESTYLES REPORTER

I

n honor of February creeping up on you, and instead of being made excruciatingly aware of your
single loneliness because of extravagant capitalist
declarations of the neurochemical con job that is romantic love, you could be enjoying and celebrating Black
History Month.
Black History Month was officially designated by President Gerald Ford in 1976 (the country’s bicentennial).
Over the last 45 years, there have been monumental
changes around how we celebrate Black history and pay
tribute to the Black Americans that have served as pillars in our nation’s history. The rise of the prominence
of the Black Lives Matter movement has also led to the

rise of more awareness of Black American culture.
Documentaries like “13th” by Ava DuVernay (director
of “Selma” and “A Wrinkle in Time,” Oscar nominee
and two-time Emmy winner) received surges during
last summer — according to one account, “13th” bore a
4665% increase after the death of George Floyd.
Each popular streaming site boasts its own collection
of movies or TV series made by and/or about Black
Americans. While there are plenty for more casual or
relaxed viewing, there are also plenty of powerful,
touching and heart wrenching (perhaps not as relaxed)
choices.
Netflix
- “Astronomy Club: The Sketch Show”: A witty and
entertaining sketch comedy show with an all-Black cast.
It’s only six episodes long though, so try to keep yourself from watching it all in one go.
- “13th”: An award-winning documentary about “the
criminalization of African Americans and the U.S. prison
boom.”
- “Moonlight”: 2017 Academy Award winner for best
picture tells the story of “the conflicted and fluid masculinity of young African-American men in the United
States” through a trifecta of touching chapters of young
Chiron’s life.
- Honorable mentions: “When They See Us,” “Becoming,” “Fruitvale Station,” “Barry,” “Homecoming”

GRAPHIC COURTESY OF Wikipedia Commons

Hulu
- “Sorry to Bother You”: A whip-smart — if slightly
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Celebrating

GRAPHIC COURTESY OF Pixelbay

raunchy — comedy from Boots Riley about the power of
Cassius Green’s discovery of the “magical key to professional success, propelling him into a macabre universe.”
- “If Beale Street Could Talk”: A heartbreaking drama
about a young couple fighting against injustice, based
on the book by James Baldwin. Featuring Academy
Award-winning actress Regina King.
- “BlacKkKlansman”: In one of Spike Lee’s most poignant films, John David Washington as Ron Stallworth
goes undercover to infiltrate the KKK. It received an
Oscar for best adapted screenplay.
- Honorable mentions: “Atlanta,” “Black-ish,” “Black
Stories Presents: Your Attention Please”
Disney+ also offers numerous opportunities to expand your cultural horizons — perhaps most notably
through “Black Panther,” Beyonce’s “Black is King,” or
maybe “The Color of Friendship” if you really want a
throwback — in addition to HBO Max, Amazon Prime
Video, and PBS (which has just released a list of 10
must-watch documentaries about Black history). Not to
mention the avalanche of YouTube content. In any case,
there is no better way to kick off Black History Month
than hearing Black stories.
—sageksouza@gmail.com
@sageksouza
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Need a good cry?
Watch ‘Clouds
‘Clouds’’
By Emily White
LIFESTYLES SENIOR REPORTER

I

f you have been feeling anything close to how I’ve
been feeling, you need a good cry and I have just the
movie for you. “Clouds” was released on Disney+ on
Oct. 16, and when I tell you that I have never cried harder at a movie in my life, I mean that I cried more times
during “Clouds” than I have in any other movie ever.
Starring Fin Argus as Zach Sobiech and Sabrina Carpenter as Sammy Brown, “Clouds” tells the true story of
a boy navigating high school and cancer. It might seem
redundant next to “The Fault in our Stars” or “A Walk
to Remember,” but “Clouds” is not your typical cancer
movie.
People react to “Clouds” differently, and by that I mean
everyone cries at different points in the movie. So, it’s
only fitting that I reveal which particular moments broke
me the most.
Editor’s note: spoilers ahead
My first tears fell at timestamp 1:13:50, a scene between
Zach’s parents, Rob and Laura Sobiech. After surprising Zach with a sports car, Rob is confronted by Laura
because he hadn’t included her in the surprise. The argument, of course, isn’t really about not including Laura in
a surprise for Zach, but is about Rob’s constant avoidance
and emotional separation from her. By addressing his
distance, Laura discovers something she didn’t expect: a
shattered man, who is destroyed by the knowledge of his
son dying and nothing he can do about it. This scene is
emotionally charged because it is brutally honest about
how Zach’s cancer has affected his parents and their relationship. These effects are beyond Zach’s control, which
makes those emotions more tragic.
Childhood cancer is no one’s fault, which is what makes
“Clouds” so devastating.
Just to prepare you, this is when I cried the hardest: At
1:36:36 Zach’s doctor comes upstairs to tell his parents
that while Zach is a fighter, “his body is shutting down.”
Watching Zach’s family react to this horrific news is a
tearjerker, but wait, it gets worse.

PHOTO COURTESY OF Warner Bros/’Clouds’

Summer H. Howell deserves a shout out for her portrayal of Zach’s youngest sister, Grace. At timestamp 1:37:18,
the camera pans to Grace, who is sitting on the stairs and
sobbing. Her mother joins her, realizing that Grace just
overheard that her brother could die any day now.
There’s something so beautifully tragic about Grace’s
character. We watch Grace struggle to find the balance
between grieving before her brother passes and being
a real sister, who teases and adores her brother. This is
a story that I personally have wanted to hear for a long
time — it’s refreshing to see Grace’s character get so
much screen time and development.
The vulnerability throughout this movie is so tangible

that I felt as though I held its weight on my shoulders,
and with every passing breakdown, the weight was slowly lifted. I loved how “Clouds” opened up a conversation
about how families and friends are affected by cancer’s
destructive nature, but the movie did this in a way I
haven’t seen before. Rather than only focusing on Zach
and his closest friends, “Clouds” takes the time to bring
depth to each character, including Zach’s sisters, brother,
mom, dad and even high school English teacher. Each
person has a story to be told, that much is made very
clear through the direction and screenplay.
—emily.white@usu.edu

@foulweathered

@_punky_brewster
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men will literally invest in the stock
market instead of going to therapy
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By Darcy Ritchie
LIFESTYLES REPORTER

L

ogan band Sorrymom released their new single
“Laundromat” on Friday, recorded with local recording studio WhySound Records.
While the single release is new, the song itself was
actually written two years ago. The band first started
recording the song in 2019 and has had six re-recording
sessions since.
Lead singer Daniel Burt said “Laundromat” was the
song that started Sorrymom.
“I’ve heard the song 60 million times at this point,” Burt
said, “but the trade off’s not that bad because, I’ll tell
you what, the first time I heard our master, which was
only two weeks before we put it out, I had an emotional
reaction to it as if I wasn’t even part of the song.”
Burt wrote the lyrics to the song after taking a drunk
walk to a laundromat he would visit as a kid with his
mother.
“It was like a memory that — you know — there’s like
those memories that you don’t remember until you see
something that triggers it, and then you do remember
it,” Burt said. “And then just as quickly as it comes, it
goes away. Well, that was like one of those times. And
like, I wasn’t talking to my mom, or really anybody in my
family at this point, and kind of felt like, you know what,
screw this life kind of steps. And it really like centered
me back to my dreams I had as a kid which are outrageous, and I’m never gonna go in those directions, but it
made me realize, I don’t know, just that the moment that
I was in wasn’t permanent.”
Burt woke up the next day and wrote the song. It was
the only song he had ever finished.
“The second I put down the pencil and had my final
recording that I could show Shane [band drummer]
and say, hey, we should start a band with this, I kind of
walked out and was a different person,” Burt said. “And I
cared about my life a lot more and I didn’t get drunk and
go on walks. So it was a pretty big moment for me, even
though I just scream laundromat on the stage.”
The band describes the lyrics as “psychedelic and
dreamlike in nature, reflecting the surreal sensation of
being trapped in an illusion of your own design.”
Guitarist Morgan Fish said recording in the studio is

@classicmerm

if you see my Spotify activity and it says
that I’m listening to Spooky, Scary Skeletons in January, please mind your damn
business :)

Low — THE DRIVER ERA

Barcelona — George Ezra

Sober — Childish Gambino
ALBUM ARTWORK FOR Laundromat by Sorrymom

“drastically different” from performing live.
“I think we can all agree in the band that live is where
we want to be,” Fish said. “The studio is fun, but it’s a lot
harder work. But it pays off in the end.”
Burt said that while recording in the studio is hard because the energy is different, the studio is where musical
growth happens.
“Honestly, up on that stage, it’s really fun, but we mess
up a lot,” Burt said. “In the studio, it’s a lot different
because we get to like, really creatively come together
and create one painting with a bunch of different paint
brushes. It helps me connect to both the people that I get
to play on stage with as well as connect with my art and
my music and really understand why.”
“Laundromat” is now available to stream everywhere.

Shallow Water — Weathers

Lemon Boy — Cavetown

Kids — Current Joys

—darcy.ritchie@usu.edu
@darcyrrose

@ShantelleHuntt
sucks that professors are learning
how to use zoom now

@billye_wilson
a sorority girl and a frat boy go
canoeing call that greek row
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Local band Sorrymom
releases new single
‘Laundromat’
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Protectors of Cache Valley: A look

N

orthern Utah’s Cache Valley has long been a place
known for its defense.
It received its name thanks to the mountain men
in the early 1800s who would “cache” their furs and pelts
on river banks in the valley, defending them from wildlife
and other trappers. When the first Latter-Day Saint settlers
arrived in the valley in 1856, they established Maughans
Fort, a community built to defend themselves from native
Americans and the turbulent winters. In the early 1900s
when the legendary three-toed grizzly “Old Ephraim” paraded around the valley’s nearby hills eating livestock, local
farmers gathered up their arms, and in efforts to defend
their livestock, killed the bear. And during world war two,
Utah State University became known as the “West Point of
the west,” because soldiers lived on campus and drilled on

PHOTO COURTESY of Eli Lucero/AP Photo

the quad in preparation to defend their country.
Present-day, 2021, Cache Valley is once again becoming
known for its defense, involving something much more
subordinate yet equally compelling: The Utah State men’s
basketball team.
The Aggies are currently 12-4 (9-1 in conference) through
the first two months of the season and have found much of
their success thanks to their defensive production. They’re
holding opponents to 61.25 points per game, and have a
defensive efficiency of 86.1 points per 100 possession,
which ranks No. 6 in the nation. Adjusting this stat to account for competition, that number goes up to 90.3, which
is still No. 9 in the country.
In conference play the defense has been even better, holding opponents to 55.8 points per game and posting an ad-

justed defensive efficiency rating of 79.0, which is No. 1 in
the Mountain West by a wide margin.
“We’ve guarded really well, our guys have really bought
in,” said Utah State head coach Craig Smith. “We’re playing
very connected on that end of the floor.”
One key to the team’s success is the pride and effort it
shows in guarding the hoop on a regular basis. It’s as if the
Aggies still have a cache of beaver pelts sitting in the basket
and they’re doing everything in their power to prevent the
opposition from getting the ball into it.
The primary safeguarder of the hoop is junior center
Neemias Queta, a 6-foot-11 friendly giant from Portugal
that instills this defensive mentality into the team.
“That’s just like our identity,” he said.
Half-way through his third season, the two-time Mountain

West Defensive Player of the Year has been intimidating rival offenses for what feels like ages. But with 73 collegiate
games of experience and seemingly zero lasting effects of a
knee injury that ailed him last season, Queta has brought
his play to a whole new level.
“Queta really anchors us,” Smith said. “I mean he’s an elite
defender. The range that he has and his ability to run the
floor, to defend screen and roll, to guard in the post and
then just protect the paint is a high high level.”
The first thing he does is neutralize the opposing team’s
centers. He shut down arguably the most talented centers he’s had to guard this season, holding BYU’s 7-foot-3
Matt Haarms to eight points and two rebounds and SDSU’s
6-foot-11 Nathan Mensah to a combined 16 points and 14
rebounds in two games.
The second thing he does — and perhaps the most valuable — is his ability to wreak havoc on anyone else that
comes into the lane. Boasting a 7-foot-4 wingspan and
tremendous instincts and athleticism, Queta has blocked
13.33 percent of opponents’ attempted two-point shots this
season while he’s on the floor, which is No.7 in the nation.
Being USU’s all-time block shot leader, he averages 2.81 per
game, No. 14 in the nation. When a mid-range shot or layup
isn’t blocked, Queta still alters the timing and difficulty of
the shot, often resulting in a miss. As a team, Utah State is
holding opponents to a 42.7 field goal percentage from twopoint range, No. 10 in the nation.
New Mexico head coach Paul Weir said his team got
“Neemias Queta demons” after trying to shoot over him two
straight games.
But the Aggie defense is certainly no one-man show. Everyone in the regular rotation knows how to defend.
“We have strong physical players up and down the lineup
regardless of position,” Smith said. “Trevin Dorius is a legitimate 7-foot-1 and he’s a phenomenal athlete…you got
Justin Bean out there and Alphonso Anderson. Brock Miller
has taken his game to a whole other level defensively, Marco (Anthony) is a big strong physical guard, our Freshmen
(Rollie) Worster and (Steven) Ashworth have figured some
things out, and (Sean) Bairstow is 6-foot-7, 6-foot-8.”
Sounds like guys you’d want to protect a fort. Or a basket
of furs.
Junior forward Bean is 6-foot-7, 210 pounds, and has the
mobility and toughness to guard a variety of players. In
the Colorado State game alone, he switched off between
guarding 212 pounds, 6-foot-6 junior Adam Thistlewood,
a versatile forward that shoots 71 percent of his shots from
beyond the arc, and 6-foot-5, 252 pound David Roddy, the
Rams leading scorer who shoots 68 percent of shots from
inside the paint. Bean kept Roddy at bay with 24 points in
two games, but Bean is also an elite rebounder, helping the
Aggies collect 80.2 percent of potential defensive rebounds,
No. 6 in the nation.
The guards have been great as well. In the opening games
of the season, rookie Ashworth appeared lost defensively at

PHOTOS COURTESY of Eli Lucero/AP Photo
(Top): Freshman guard Rollie Worster blocks off a Colorado State player from
driving to the rim during the team’s game Jan. 19.
(Bottom): Junior center Neemias Queta meets a Colorado State player at the rim
for a block. Queta recently broke the school’s career blocks record of 155.

times, falling for back cuts and getting beat off the dribble.
But utilizing his speed and scrappiness, he has proved effective. In the Jan. 16 game against SDSU, he was tasked with
guarding speed-demon Terrell Gomez, who, in an attempt
to replace the production of injured Matt Mitchell, was getting run off Aztec screens like he was “Ray Allen,” according
to Smith. Ashworth managed to bust through the screens
and keep pace, limiting Gomez to 5 of 13 from the field and
zero made field goals in the final 12 minutes.
Also against SDSU, Miller’s defensive ability was on full display, staying stride-for-stride with the Aztec’s second-leading scorer, 6-foot-6 guard Jordan Schakel, holding him to a
combined 19 points on 8 of 19 shooting in two games. Last
season, Miller would get subbed out of the game due to his
lapses defensively, but this season, he’s been pivotal for the
protection efforts.
“My mindset is just to do the best that I can to make them
feel me all night long,” Miller said.
Junior guard Anthony is often tasked with guarding opponents’ best shooters, whether that be Northern Iowa’s AJ
Green or Colorado State’s Isiah Stevens, and has kept them
at or below their averages.
Essentially, everyone on the court has the ability to fulfill
their assignment, which reduces the need to help, which
keeps the defense from breaking down. With everybody doing their part, it creates a trust and connection that knits the
team together, like soldiers drilling on the quad.
“We’re all just really connected,” said Miller. “We do a great
job just pulling each other’s strings, talking, and making
sure we’re in the right spots.”
Now things haven’t been flawless. The Aggies gave up 84
points against Colorado State on Jan. 21. That game provided a recipe for teams to use against USU. Be aggressive, get
Queta in foul trouble, make it to the free-throw line, move
the ball, and hope your contested shots go in.
Let it be a lesson — can’t let up against anybody. Junior
forward Anderson said the team wasn’t prepared mentally
and vowed to do better: “Every night we gotta come out
and bring it.”
But looking at the season as a whole, the victories and the
numbers speak for themselves. If the Aggies can continue
what they started defensively, they can etch themselves in
Cache Valley’s history books.
“Hopefully we can keep it going,” Miller said. “It’s something that you got to do every night and you gotta have
great energy and toughness to do that.”
By Jacob Nielson
SPORTS STAFF WRITER

Jacob Nielson is a junior
journalism major at Utah
State University who enjoys
watching sports, running
and his Aggies.
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at USU men’s hoops’ elite defense
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USU gymnastics
No. 21 in country

4 Days Only

February 3rd, 4th, 5th & 6th
WED 7:30AM–8:00PM • THU 7:30AM–8:00PM
FRI 7:30AM–8:00PM • SAT 7:30AM–6:00PM

WAREHOUSE
TOUCHLESS SERVICE

Guaranteed Lowest Prices Of The Year!

BUY VIA PHONE,
ONLINE OR OUR APP

Tires
On Sale!

uck
Passenger • Light Tr
4
4x
•
ce
an
rm
SUV Perfo
Buy Safely. All Precautions Against The
Spread of COVID 19 Are Being Enforced

BUY NOW INSTALL LATER
WHERE WE CAN PERFORM
TIRE SERVICE WHILE YOU
WAIT SAFELY IN YOUR CAR

CALL AND SCHEDULE
FACETIME OR ZOOM
WITH ONE OF OUR
ASSOCIATES

GET CURBSIDE SERVICE,
BUY FROM THE SAFETY
OF YOUR CAR

PAY VIA YOUR PHONE
OR ONLINE AND
YOUR DONE

You can buy via our website, our app, or over the phone. You can even facetime or zoom one of our
knowledgeable associates. Touchless tire service is available too. Stay in your car and we will take
care of your tire & tire service needs. Your safety is our livelihood”.

Super Savings On
Via USU Athletics
BY WADE DENNISTON

Utah State’s gymnastics team is ranked No. 21 in the country in the Road to Nationals rankings, which were released Jan. 25.
The Aggies jumped three spots in the poll after posting a home-opening score
of 196.225 last Friday night against Mountain Rim Gymnastics Conference-rival
Southern Utah.
All four teams in the MRGC are ranked in the top 25 this week. BYU, which pays a
visit to Utah State on Friday, Jan. 29, at 7 p.m., at the Dee Glen Smith Spectrum, is
No. 12, followed by SUU at No. 17, Boise State at No. 20 and the Aggies at No. 21.
Utah State also holds national rankings on two events. The Aggies are No. 15 on
bars with a team average of 49.100 and No. 23 on vault with an average of 48.863.
Individually, senior Autumn DeHarde is tied for fifth nationally on beam with an
average of 9.925, while sophomore Maia Fishwick is tied for 17th on bars (9.875).
Fishwick earned the title on bars against the Flippin’ Birds with a personal-best
9.950, which is tied for third-all time in school history. Her 9.950 is tied for the
third-highest score in the nation on the event this season.
DeHarde, making her season debut last Friday against SUU, captured the beam
title with a 9.925, which is tied for eighth all-time in school history. The native of
Sussex, Wis., now has 22 career titles, including a school-record 13 on beam. Her
9.925 on the event is tied for the 11th-highest score in the nation this year.
Both DeHarde and Fishwick were honored by the MRGC following their respective performances against the Flippin’ Birds. DeHarde was named the conference’s
Beam Specialist of the Week, while Fishwick garnered co-Bars Specialist of the
Week accolades.
Fans can follow the Aggie gymnastics program at twitter.com/USUGymnastics, on
Facebook at Utah State Gymnastics, and on Instagram at USUGymnastics. Fans can
also follow the USU athletic program at twitter.com/USUAthletics.

Michelin® Defender® T+H
Michelin® Agilis Cross Climate
and every other Michelin® tires in stock

Outstanding Buys On
All Terrain T/A® KO2
Mud Terrain T/A® KM3
Advantage T/A®
and every other BFGoodrich® tires in stock

Save
Check Out Our
Now! Layaway Program
Pay
Later! 6 MONTHS No Interest*
*OAC

All Custom
Wheels In Stock

3OF0 %
F

Manufacturer’s
suggested retail price.

Logan

Providence

Smithfield

753-2412

787-1844

563-8473

885 N. Main

110 South Hwy 165

728 Main St.

Guaranteed Lowest Prices of the Year!

ride it out.”

By Summer Vaughn
HIGHLANDER MANAGING EDITOR

They packed up and moved into the canyon. Every day

The idea of living off the grid, either out of a rigged ve-

hicle, a tent or a backpack has become a fantasy for most
outdoor enthusiasts. This often leads to the search for sea-

sonal work that will keep you in the backcountry or at
least with a long drive from town.

But how about during the school year? Friends and USU

students, Nick Johnson, Jonathan Bertagna, Fischer Olpin
did just that in the fall of 2020.

“We had been looking for housing all summer, we spent a

lot of money on application fees and still no house,” Olpin
said. “Getting closer to the start of school and we had no

place to stay. I knew Nick’s dad had a wall tent. I called up
Nick and said, ‘Dude, does your dad have that wall tent?

We should live in that, in Logan Canyon.’ From there we
stopped looking for a house, figured we would live in a
tent for the first couple weeks. [If] school would get can-

celed because of COVID, then we would go back home.
School never got canceled. So we figured we would just

they would make the trek to campus to attend their classes

through Zoom, take a shower at a friend’s place and grab

some provisions before heading back to their home in the
woods. But it wasn’t always fun and games.

“A beaver was trying to take down some trees that were

directly behind the tent, and we would wake up at four
every morning and go chase it off. We had a semester-long

war with this beaver, and it even dropped a tree on the
tent, collapsing it,” Johnson said.

Most nights were full of beer, burritos and the joys of be-

ing away from service. They did have friends come to visit

for a Borat 2 watch party. Living in the middle of nowhere
definitely showed them which friends were going to stick

around. It is difficult to get new people over, let alone girls,
when you share a 13-by-27-foot tent with two other guys.

“We would have guests over sometimes, but they were

this spring semester, but they all agreed that it was their
most memorable semester so far.

“So worth it! It will definitely be the most memorable

semester of college for me,” Johnson said.

“Absolutely was worth it … [we] made many memories

that will last a lifetime,” Bertagna said.

“It was so worth it, I loved every minute of it. It was such

an amazing adventure and something I will remember for
the rest of my life,” Olpin said.

rarely female. Turns out most women don’t want to spend
the night in a tent in freezing cold weather,” Bertagna said.
The friends have moved into a more modern location for

This article and others like it can be found in the

Highlander, USU’s outdoors publication. Visit

highlandermag.usu.edu for articles, photos and more.

C L A R K SBU R G BR E SL AW STO N EL EI GH
Logan’s Premier Student Apartments

CLARKSBURG

677 East 600 North

BRESLAW

679 East 600 North

FOR MORE INFORMATION
CALL DARLA

(435) 770-0900
darladclark@comcast.net

STONELEIGH

675 East 600 North

Accepting Applications
for Next School Year
and Summer

www.cbsapartments.com

• Single Student Apartments
• Across the Street from Campus
• Fully Furnished
• Private Bedrooms and Bathrooms
• Desk, Bed, Bookshelves in
Bedrooms
• Large Closets—Vacuum
• Living Room with TV, DVD, and
VCR
• Modern Fully Equipped Kitchens
• Cable TV
• Washer and Dryer in each
Apartment
• Central Heating and Air
Conditioning
• Wireless Internet
• Private Parking—No Hassles
• Fire Places
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A semester in Logan Canyon
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O

OPINION

Everyone needs
Black history
I

n school, we’re taught a very specific part of history. We learn about the founding of America, the
railroad, the Civil War, the Great Depression, but
it’s all the same stories, from the same perspective.
Even the perspectives of marginalized people in history
are limited to the same few works — “I Have a Dream”
from Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., a heavily edited version of Sojourner Truth’s “Ain’t I a Woman,” a simple
parable about Rosa Parks and her tired feet.
But the truth is far more complicated and interesting
than the way it’s often portrayed.
Parks, for example, had a long history of activism,
before and after that day on the bus, and referred to
herself throughout her life as a freedom fighter. She led
an investigation into sexual violence with the NAACP
and pushed for policy reform in housing, prison, and

Katherine Johnson, NASA mathematician and physicist (1966); NASA;
restored by Adam Cuerden, Public domain, via Wikimedia Commons

other areas well into the 1990s. When it comes to Black
history, though, the same stories are sanitized and told
time after time, and it often doesn’t occur to us to question their accuracy.
In kindergarten, the sky is blue, and that’s all you
have to know. But high-school classes will often give
you a more nuanced understanding of light and vision,
and these facts illuminate the world around you. It’s
worth noting that this isn’t a perfect analogy. Five-yearolds would be hard-pressed to understand color rods
and wavelengths, but they can and should be taught
accurate history.
So why should we treat any field like we have already
learned everything we needed to know about it in elementary school?
We’re at USU, long past kindergarten, long past grade
school. That doesn’t mean it’s too late. In fact, with
all the college study resources at our disposal, such as
libraries and databases, it’s the perfect time to start
learning Black history.
Educating ourselves can be incredibly interesting.
Those who are curious can find any number of fascinating stories — for example, that of Cathay Williams,
who disguised herself as a man to fight in the Civil War,
or Ida B. Wells, who pioneered the field of investigative
journalism.
But more than personal interest, we should learn
these stories because they deserve to be told: for their
own sakes and for ours.
Black historical figures worked hard for their distinctions, and we owe it to them to remember their contributions. Madam CJ Walker deserves to be remembered
as much as businessmen like Henry Ford. Katherine
Johnson was just as important to space exploration as
Neil Armstrong.
These stories also help us today. They put modern issues into context.
Civil rights leaders discussed many issues, that are
relevant now, back in the 1960s, and plenty of them
are still alive to talk about them. For example, Bernice
King, CEO of Martin Luther King Jr. Center for Nonviolent Social Change (The King Center) and daughter of
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., often speaks out on Twitter

Photograph of Rosa Parks with Dr. Martin Luther King jr. (ca. 1955);
Unknown author, Public domain, via Wikimedia Commons

about voter suppression, Black Lives Matter, and other
relevant topics.
By getting a sense of where we’re coming from, we
can better orient ourselves to navigate our own world.
We have the benefit of hindsight, but only if we bother
to look.
Black History Month is a unique opportunity to reflect on where we came from. It’s a chance to learn and
grow together, to honor the past in all its complication,
and to expand our worldview.
It doesn’t matter who you are — Black history is important for everyone, and just as you can’t become a
physicist with an elementary-school understanding of
light, we can’t move forward until we truly learn the
stories of our past.
Katelyn Allred is an opinion writer in her junior year of
college. She’s studying English with an emphasis in creative writing and enjoys reading,
listening to podcasts, and baking.
katelyn.allred@usu.edu

I

n his first few days of term, newly-inaugurated
President Joe Biden has made and requested many
changes to the United States government. One
change in particular being the pause on the payments
of student loans until September of 2021.
This extension will give struggling students and families time to collect money to repay their loans while
Biden works to relieve a majority of Americans’ debt
with the Coronavirus Aid, Relief and Economic Security Act (CARES Act).
According to an article by Kate Smith for CBS news,
with the help of the Department of Education, the administration can begin addressing the national debt
crisis that came to over $1.5 trillion. The new administration also set the national interest to 0% while closing up collections.
Many politicians, including Biden, believe that Americans in low-income households should not have to
choose between a paycheck and their health, or the
health of their loved ones. The relief package is said to
give all 9 million Americans who missed their stimulus
checks another chance.

Washington Post writer, Danielle Douglas-Gabriel,
expressed the thoughts of notable White House staff
members, saying, “Brian Deese, the incoming director
of the National Economic Council, said the administration supports forgiving up to $10,000 in debt per
person through congressional action.”
Although, many people do not believe that it will be
possible for the slim majority of Democrat Senators to
pass the bills required to forgive the debt for millions
of Americans.
In an article by Annie Nova for CNBC, she talks about
the hopes that many Americans have for the president’s
promises to forgive debt and give them a chance to
get their priorities straight. However, Nova warns that
those with debt shouldn’t hold their breath: “Vaccinating people against Covid, reopening schools and getting financial relief to unemployed and food-insecure
Americans will likely take priority.”
While relieving debt is a step in the right direction,
especially for recent graduates, low-income students/
families and racial minorities who suffered before the
pandemic, the process towards relief is not as simple

as it seems. Despite this, many Americans cannot even
start to think about a vaccine or their healthcare plan
until their financial security is stabilized.
Taking payments from other government branches including military, may help to fund the debt relief effort,
but the direct effects of the pandemic and development/dispatch of a vaccine are one of the #1 priorities
of the administration.
While coronavirus prevents many people from going
to work, many companies and services are finding ways
around that. And with the increase of testing and treatment plans available, it’s becoming easier for people
to find work, specifically online. But the financial crisis
has been plaguing long before 2008, and the sooner
we act on repairing the system, the easier it will be for
students and families to overcome the trials of today.
Despite the challenges that the debt-relief effort will
face in the next year, the CARES Act, will help a lot of
people in need. Today, even students at USU can apply
for the aid online to see if they qualify for relief.
As inflation has increased over the years, the minimum wage gap has not risen to match it. Today, the
minimum wage is around $7.25, depending on the
state, but according to the increasing pace of inflation
since 1968, the amount should be $12 per hour. Taxes and loan rates do not match the salaries of most
Americans, especially for women, people of color, immigrants and low-income households such as students
and single mothers.
The debt crisis needs to be addressed before things
fall apart, like they did in 2008, and millions lose their
money and jobs. The administration needs to act now
to sustain the livelihoods of students across America
in order for our country to get through this pandemic
together.
Megan Cowdell is a freshman opinion columnist studying for a bachelor’s in Communications. She loves music,
reading and wants to write books for a living.
megan.cowdell@usu.edu

President Joe Biden & wife Jill Biden on inauguration day, 3d U.S. Infantry Regiment “The Old Guard” from Joint Base Myer - Henderson Hall, Va., Public
domain, via Wikimedia Commons
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Student debt relief now more
important than ever

Guest column
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Statement on
new interim
sexual misconduct
policy

U

tah State University recently approved an interim policy
on sexual misconduct. For our university, this represents
years of work to improve how we prevent and respond to
sexual assault, sexual harassment, sexual exploitation, sex-based
stalking, and relationship violence.
This new policy clarifies expectations for conduct for everyone in
our university community, provides greater autonomy and more
options for those who experience sexual misconduct, and lays out
clear consequences for those whose conduct violates policy. We
have also created more options for individuals who experience
misconduct, in addition to the supportive measures or a formal
complaint and investigation that were already in place.
We hope these individuals will feel more comfortable coming forward, knowing they will receive support as they navigate a path
that feels right to them. We also acknowledge that even with this
new policy, the Title IX process, governed by state and federal laws
(including recent changes to Title IX regulations), is by its very
nature difficult to go through.
Both of us came to USU in fall 2018, after several sexual assaults,
including those perpetrated by Jason Relopez and Torrey Green.
Survivors’ stories, along with an internal review and a Department
of Justice Title IX compliance review, revealed how much work
there was to do.
In order to address these shortcomings, to redress past grievances, and in an effort to promote and maintain a safe educational
environment, USU has made numerous system-wide changes to
improve prevention efforts and response services, including changes to policies and procedures.
Since 2017, the Office of Equity staff has tripled, with the addition
of essential skills in prevention, investigation, and supportive measures. To date, 28,664 students have gone through sexual misconduct prevention training, which has been mandatory for all new
students since fall 2017. We have also created a role specifically to
coordinate support for those who experience sexual misconduct.

But while we are encouraged by the progress our campus community has made, as an institution, we recognize that there is still
more work to do.
For those who may not have received the support and response
they should have, USU expresses its sincere apology. All of us owe
a great debt of gratitude to those survivors who courageously
shared their own stories so we could do better for our whole community. Many of these individuals have continued to stay engaged
with the university as members of our advisory committee, providing unique feedback on prevention efforts and response protocols.
Their willingness to speak out ensures a better system for future
students.
Sexual misconduct has impacts far beyond those who experience
it directly. It challenges the mission of our university and threatens
the futures and careers of more than just the survivors. Our role
is to prevent that from happening, and we take this responsibility
seriously.
If you or someone you know has experienced sexual misconduct,
you can contact the Office of Equity at 435-797-1266 or file a report online at equity.usu.edu to obtain more information regarding
your options, resources and support.

Hilary Renshaw
USU Title IX Coordinator

Alison Adams-Perlac
Executive Director, Office of Equity
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CLASSIFIED ADS
Automotive

Miscellaneous

DONATE YOUR CAR TO
UNITED BREAST CANCER FOUNDATION! Your
donation helps education,
prevention & support programs. FAST FREE PICKUP
- 24 HR RESPONSE - TAX
DEDUCTION 1-855-5072691

DISH Network. $64.99
for 190 Channels! Blazing
Fast Internet, $19.99/mo.
(where available.) Switch
& Get a FREE $100 Visa
Gift Card. FREE Voice Remote. FREE HD DVR. FREE
Streaming on ALL Devices.
Call today! 1-866-360-6959

DONATE YOUR CAR OR
TRUCK TO HERITAGE FOR
THE BLIND. Free 3 Day
Vacation, Tax Deductible,
Free Towing, All Paperwork
Taken Care Of. CALL 1-855408-2196

INVENTORS - FREE INFORMATION PACKAGE Have
your product idea developed affordably by the
Research & Development
pros and presented to manufacturers. Call 1-877-6495574 for a Free Idea Starter
Guide. Submit your idea
for a free consultation.

Financial
Donate your car, truck or
van. Help veterans find
jobs or start a business.
Call Patriotic Hearts Foundation. Fast, FREE pick-up.
Max tax-deduction. Operators are standing by! Call
1-866-983-3647
Health & Nutrition
Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be Covered by
Medicare! Reclaim independence and mobility
with the compact design
and long-lasting battery of
Inogen One. Free information kit! Call 877-691-4639

DIRECTV - Every live
football game, every Sunday - anywhere - on your
favorite device. Restrictions
apply. Call IVS - 1-833-5996474
HughesNet Satellite Internet - 25mbps starting at
$49.99/mo! Get More Data
FREE Off-Peak Data. FAST
download speeds. WiFi
built in! FREE Standard
Installation for lease customers! Limited Time, Call
1-844-294-9882
Earthlink High Speed Internet. As Low As $14.95/
month (for the first 3
months.) Reliable High

Dental Insurance

Speed Fiber Optic Technology. Stream Videos, Music
and More! Call Earthlink
Today 1-844-240-1769
DIRECTV NOW. No Satellite
Needed. $40/month. 65
Channels. Stream Breaking
News, Live Events, Sports
& On Demand Titles. No
Annual Contract. No Commitment. CALL 1-844-4353985
Two great new offers from
AT&T Wireless! Ask how to
get the new iPhone 11 or
Next Generation Samsung
Galaxy S10e ON US with
AT&T’s Buy one, Give One
offer. While supplies last!
CALL 1-855-916-3098
Up to $15,000.00 of GUARANTEED Life Insurance!
No medical exam or health
questions. Cash to help
pay funeral and other final
expenses.Call Physicians
Life Insurance Company877-250-4436 or visit www.
Life55plus.info/utah

CARTOON BY Keith Wilson

Yard & Landscaping
Eliminate gutter cleaning
forever! LeafFilter, the most
advanced debris-blocking
gutter protection. Schedule
a FREE LeafFilter estimate
today. 15% off Entire
Purchase. 10% Senior &
Military Discounts. Call
1-844-909-2398

Last week’s solution:

Get the dental care you deserve with dental insurance
from Physicians Mutual Insurance Company. It can help
cover the services you’re most likely to use —

Cleanings

X-rays

Fillings

Crowns

Dentures

Preventive care starts right away
Helps cover over 350 services
Go to any dentist you want – but save more
with one in our network
No deductible, no annual maximum

Call now to get this FREE
Information Kit!

1-888-919-4729
dental50plus.com/utah
Product not available in all states. Includes the Participating Providers and Preventive
Benefits Rider. Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/certificate of this type.
Contact us for complete details about this insurance solicitation. This specific offer is not
available in CO, NY; call 1-888-799-4433 or respond for similar offer. Certificate C250A
(ID: C250E; PA: C250Q); Insurance Policy P150 (GA: P150GA; NY: P150NY; OK: P150OK;
TN: P150TN). Rider kinds B438/B439.

6154-0120

Sudoku puzzles are provided by
www.sudokuoftheday.com.
Why go to the casino when Wall Street exists?
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C CALENDAR
FEB 1 - FEB 6

MONDAY

2/1

Beginning of Black
History Month
Entrepreneurship
Club’s $100 Pitch
Competition
5 p.m.
Huntsman Hall
Room 222
Into the Woods
7 p.m.
Mountain Crest HS
255 S 800 E
Hyrum, UT
Charley’s Aunt
7:30 p.m.
Heritage Theatre
2505 S Highway 89
Perry, UT

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

Financial Resources for
Students Webinar
11 a.m.
Virtual Event
bit.ly/3r9e6zU

Aggies Be Cookin’ Free
Meal Kit Pickup
10 a.m.-5 p.m.
TSC 332

Covey Leadership
Center Open House
10 a.m.-4 p.m.
Eccles Business Building
Room 209
Logan, UT

The World’s Principled
Leaders: Eddie Jaku
10 a.m.
Virtual Event
bit.ly/2HkYM2d

WBB vs. Fresno State
2 p.m.
Dee Glen Smith Spectrum
Logan, UT

2/2

Research on Capitol
Hill
2 p.m.
research.usu.edu/
undergradresearch/roch

2/3

2/4

2/5

Leadership Forum:
Aggies Be Cookin’ Free Robert Bischoff
Meal Kit Pickup
10:30 a.m.
10 a.m.-5 p.m.
Virtual Event
TSC 332
bit.ly/2MF112E
Logan, UT
Volleyball vs. Wyoming
Prepare for the STEM Fair 6 p.m.
12-6 p.m.
Wayne Estes Center
Virtual Event
Logan, UT
bit.ly/3cvPNZf
The Antics Comedy
WBB vs. Fresno State
Improv
6 p.m.
7:30 p.m.
Dee Glen Smith Spectrum The Dansante Theater
Logan, UT
59 S 100 W
Logan, UT
Covey Leadership
Fellows Book Club
Charley’s Aunt
7 p.m.
7:30 p.m.
Virtual Event
Heritage Theatre
bit.ly/3cqZwA2
2505 S Highway 89
Perry, UT

2/6

Volleyball vs. Wyoming
3 p.m.
Wayne Estes Center
Logan, UT
Charley’s Aunt
7:30 p.m.
Heritage Theatre
2505 S Highway 89
Perry, UT

ADD YOUR EVENT AT USUSTATESMAN.COM/EVENTS
Deadline for calendar submissions is Thursday at midnight.

